


Villa Valguarnera

Sicily, 1712
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An act of love commissioned by Princess
Anna Gravina as a gift to her husband,
Villa Valguarnera was designed in 1712

by architect, mathematician and monk
Tommaso Maria Napoli. Grandiose and
Inviting, the palace sits atop a hill in
Bagheria, Sicily, overlooking lush green
parks and the immense turquoise sea of
the gulfs of Palermo and Cefalu. In this
setting, a magnificent expression of Sicilian
historical and cultural identity, neoclassical
meticulousness, Baroque scenery and
Islamic influences coexist and overlap;

a testament to an island that has been

the crossroads of extraordinary encounters
and mingling over centuries of history.
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A workshop for free spirits and distingui-
shed representatives of Enlightenment
thought, admired by Goethe, and a

rich source of inspiration for architects
such as Schinkel and Dufourny, this
key-shaped villa of esoteric wisdom
houses neo-classical sculptures, arabe-
sques, grotesques and Sicilian ceramic
floors In an infinite interplay of associa-
tions. Here, amidst sumptuous gardens
and balustrades, between the sky and the
sea, a journey comes to life among new
fabrics that revisit the archetypes of textile
art, intertwining techniques and splendour
In an endless exploration of expressive
Insights, colours, yarns and weaves.

In the following pages a historical glimpse of Sicily
and Villa Valguarnera by the noted writer and arabist
Vittoria Alliata, princess of Villafranca and Valguarnera.
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As recorded by Jewish merchants, gold,
ostriches, dates, glass, Gulf pearls and
sumptuous shamites woven and embroi-
dered in the Palermo “tiraz’’ traveled
thousands of kilometers, crossing a sea
no longer “nostrum” but Muslim,
without borders or taxes. The most
precious amongst 38 thousand silks
with figures of elephants, horses, camels,
peacocks, that draped the Abassid ruler
al-Muktadir’s palace as a welcome to
the Byzantine ambassador during his
visit to Baghdad in 917 A.D., were
brocades embroidered with gold thread
in Siqillya: the distant legendary island
had been conquered a few decades
earlier on behalf of Shehrazade and
her Caliph to become the 1slamic world’s
Jannatul Ard, its Paradise on earth.
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Persian engineers from Khorassan had
transformed the landscape thanks to the
ganat system, underground tunnels that
allowed flash floods and braided waters
of seasonal streams to be controlled and
conveyed for kilometers, conjuring up
leasure lakes, citrus gardens, mulberry
crops, underground cisterns, public
hammams and air-conditioned scirocco
rooms. Everything blossomed in that
great nursery of Europe, even the souls
of the rough warriors who later invaded
Sicily from the North.
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There they discovered the Persian
vaulted arch and those apotropaic
figures that for some strange reason
would be known as “Gothic” when
the Normans, regretting the havoc
they had wreckec tried to rebuild in
their cathedrals the exotic dream they
had swept away during the conquest.
Once the emirs had been expelled,
the poets exiled, the wealthy banished
and the last Muslims deported by
Frederick II, only the humble folk were
left to preserve such precious legacy
over the centuries: weavers, farmers,
potters, builders, cooks, secamstresses,
housewives...
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7

Panel Zai Saman,
embroidery on linen,
col.2 Terra di san’a

COMPLETE RANGE: 4 COLOURS

10,11

Panel Reginaldo,
regimental plaid,
col.4 Petrolio

COMPLETE RANGE: 9 COLOURS

12,13

Zai Saman,
embroidery on linen,
col.2 Terra di san’a

COMPLETE RANGE: 4 COLOURS

14,15

Curtain Nenufar, jacquard
with printed warp, col.l
Deep forest

COMPLETE RANGE: 3 COLOURS

16

Panel Reginaldo,
regimental plaid,

col.1 Blu, col.4 Petrolio

COMPLETE RANGE: 9 COLOURS

19

Panel Reginaldo,
regimental plaid,

col.1 Blu, col.4 Petrolio

COMPLETE RANGE: 9 COLOURS

22

A Perfect Flower,
modern wool,
col.7 Rosso

COMPLETE RANGE: 27 COLOURS

23
A Perfect Flower,

modern wool,
col.10 Soufre

COMPLETE RANGE: 27 COLOURS

25

Table Armand Augustin,
ombré chiné print on
wool satin, col.2 Nuvola

COMPLETE RANGE: 2 COLOURS

26

Curtain John Kelly 1763,
ombré stripe print on
wool sheer, col.3 Anguria

COMPLETE RANGE: 4 COLOURS

28

Panel Erbaluce,
camouflage tapestry,
col.2 Soleil en forét

COMPLETE RANGE: 3 COLOURS

31

Panel Erbaluce,
camouflage tapestry,
col.2 Soleil en forét

COMPLETE RANGE: 3 COLOURS

32

Armchair Adamo & Eva,
cotton velvet, col.189
Verde inglese

COMPLETE RANGE: 81 COLOURS

36

Armchair A Perfect
Flower, modern wool,
col.7 Rosso

COMPLETE RANGE: 27 COLOURS

37
Armchair A Perfect

Flower, modern wool,
col.18 Cobalt

COMPLETE RANGE: 27 COLOURS

39
Armchair A Perfect
Flower, modern wool,

col.7 Rosso,
col.18 Cobalt

COMPLETE RANGE: 27 COLOURS

45
Sofa Andirivieni, abstract
jacquard, col.6 Tanghulu

COMPLETE RANGE: 6 COLOURS

46
Covers Razmir,

sartorial silk and wool,
col.13,14,15,18

COMPLETE RANGE: 26 COLOURS

47
Sofa Andirivieni, abstract
jacquard, col.6 Tanghulu

COMPLETE RANGE: 6 COLOURS

50, 51

Panel Free Jazz, metallic
engraving jacquard,
col.l Zaffiro

COMPLETE RANGE: 5 COLOURS

52
A Perfect Flower, modern
wool, col.6 Mirtillo

COMPLETE RANGE: 27 COLOURS

53

John Kelly 1763, ombré
stripe print on wool
sheer, col.2 Terracotta

COMPLETE RANGE: 4 COLOURS

55,57

Patchwork Salicornia,
linen canvas,
col.7,11,12, 29, 30

COMPLETE RANGE: 32 COLOURS

60

Armchair Kyllikki,
floral print on cotton
satin, col.4 Fresh mint

COMPLETE RANGE: 5 COLOURS

63

Paradiso Paisley,
print on wool satin,
col.21 Argento

COMPLETE RANGE: 3 COLOURS

65

Tent Razmir,

sartorial silk and wool,
col.24 Parma

COMPLETE RANGE: 26 COLOURS

69

Panel Zai Saman,
embroidery on linen,
col.2 Terradisan’a

COMPLETE RANGE: 4 COLOURS

70

Armchair Per Inciso,
jacquard chenille,
col.l Perla

COMPLETE RANGE: 2 COLOURS

71

Armchair A Perfect
Flower, modern wool,
col.8 Zucca

COMPLETE RANGE: 27 COLOURS

73
Chairs Volver, modern
brocatelle, col.7 Mandorla

COMPLETE RANGE: 7 COLOURS

74

John Kelly 1763, ombré
stripe print on wool sheer,
col.4 Oltremare

COMPLETE RANGE: 4 COLOURS

75

Armchair Tempera,
délavé effect linen
panama, col.6 Ottanio

COMPLETE RANGE: 17 COLOURS

76,77

Paradiso Paisley,

print on textural weave,
col.3 Indigo

COMPLETE RANGE: 3 COLOURS

78

Lettere Persiane,
oriental print on wool
sheer, col.l Palissandro

COMPLETE RANGE: 3 COLOURS

81

Chairs Reginaldo,
regimental plaid, col.5
Mousse, col.9 Roccia

COMPLETE RANGE: 9 COLOURS

85
Reginaldo, regimental
plaid, col.7 Naturale

COMPLETE RANGE: 9 COLOURS

89
Sofa Vladimiro, mohair
velvet, col.27 Soufre

COMPLETE RANGE: 31 COLOURS

90
Reginaldo, regimental
plaid, col.2 Navy

COMPLETE RANGE: 9 COLOURS

91

Curtain John Kelly 1763,
ombré stripe print on
wool sheer, col.3 Anguria

COMPLETE RANGE: 4 COLOURS

93

Lettere Persiane,
oriental print on wool
sheer, col.3 Persia

COMPLETE RANGE: 3 COLOURS

94,95

Patchwork Tempera,
col.5 Roussillon,

16 Aubergine

COMPLETE RANGE: 17 COLOURS

Acacia, col.1l Grenat,
col.12 Rose indien

COMPLETE RANGE: 23 COLOURS

Marzban, col.3 Persia

COMPLETE RANGE: 3 COLOURS

Paradiso Paisley,
col.2 Rouge andrinople

COMPLETE RANGE: 3 COLOURS

98

Wall Armand Augustin,
ombré chiné print on
wool satin, col.l Alba

COMPLETE RANGE: 2 COLOURS

100

Armchair Erbaluce,
camouflage tapestry,
col.2 Soleil en forét

COMPLETE RANGE: 3 COLOURS
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